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[ | Six years :

to make o
a county

The creation of Power County was not an
easy one; in fact it was quite dramatic as far as
legislative processes go. Creating Power County
took six years and numerous votes.

The first attempt to make a new county was
made in 1907 by Oneida representative Wilford
Bennion along with the support of W.H. e
Philbrick and William Burk. The initial attempt |

e
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was defeated in the Idaho House by one vote. ; 1
Philbrick tried again to push legislation to i :
create Power County in 1909. In one afternoon 5 J

the House voted 16 times to table the proposal. |
Each time the voting to kill the bill ended in a

Power County, Idahq

‘ ited States Census
2010 Unt b, 17, 1913
Founded: : American Fjdlls
County Seat: 1,443 sq. mi.
Area: : 903’040 sq- a;fCS
- 7766 i
Population (2010) 5.9 persons pet S9- 8l
populazondEbon . Bl
Undetr 5: : : "‘,,73'0.‘9'0/07',
Undes 18;  124%
Und:; 65: 5. %
Female:
Housing units:
Households:
Average Pef B0ty
‘Home Ownership:
~ Multi-Unit Housiog:
Median Home
‘Median Hous

~ Businesses:

=

tic until a new representative came to cast the
deciding vote to kill the bill.

Later in the 1909 session Philbrick rein-
troduced the bill but this time with a small
modification. Philbrick suggested calling the
new county Shoup County. The idea of creat-
ing a new spot on the map was shot down '
again after at least one Jawmaker changed their
position. Again the prospects of a new coun'ty
failed passing the legislature by one vote. This
time it was the Senate that killed the bill.

“T'his time a senator who has since reached
a position of prominence, changed his opin-

ion, overnight, and became an enemy instead

of a friend,” reported the American Falls Press
in 1909.

In 1911 the issue of making Power County
was in front of the legislature with a new
champion leading the way. David Burnell car-
ried the bill easily through the House but the
Senate voted to postpone the bill indefinitely;
by one vote.

Burnell reworked the bill and reintro-
duced it to the 1911 legislative session,
once again the measure sailed through the
House gathering a super majority, but,
again, the Senate tabled the bill indefi-
nitely; by one vote.

The tide would change in 1913 when
Senator Davis helped the bill through the
Senate and Burnell, now chief clerk of
the House, cartied the beleaguered bill
through the House successfully.

The American Falls Press applauded

Burnell’s and Davis’ efforts.

“To these two men belong what-
ever credit is due servants for fruition
of along-deferred hope,” stated the
American Falls Press in 1913,

On February 17, 1913, six years
from the starting line, the bill to make
Power County received the signature
of the governor, and became law.
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The American
Falls Dam

When the push started to make
Power County its own entity, elec-
tricity was already a major thread in
the fabric of the community.

Two events converged in
1902 to jump start the creation
of the American Falls Dam and
Reservoir. The first was The
National Reclamation Act that
allowed money from the sale of
public lands to be used to fund
irrigation projects in the western
United States. The second event
was the construction of a power

generation station on the American
Falls.

The original power plant on
the American Falls used the fall-
ing action of the water to power
generators. The power generation
station was acquired by Idaho
Power Company in 1916.

With benefits to farmers and
power companies coming together,
the idea of a dam on the Snake
River quickly gained favor. The
preferred site of the dam was
chosen, but a large obstacle stood
in the way: the town of American
Falls. American Falls was a bustling

town with a prominent crossing
already in place and a connection
to the railroad.

In 1923 the federal government
used eminent domain to acquire

the American Falls
town site as well
as land nearby
to relocate the
town. Beginning
in 1925 moy-
ing companies
were brought
in from as far
away as Texas to
relocate the 344
residences, 46
businesses, six
grain elevatots,
five churches, three hotels, school,
hospital, and flour mill to the new
town location. While most build-
ings were transported on beams
inserted under the structure and
pulled by tractot, the Methodist
Church was just too cumbersome
for transport as a whole build-
ing. The red brick church was
disassembled, transported and
rebuilt brick by brick in its present
location.

On July 29, 1926 the “moving
road” was closed officially marking
the end of the town relocation.

The American Falls Dam was
designed by Frank A. Banks,
designer of the Grand Coulee
Dam in Washington. Banks’ design
stood until 1978 when a replace-
ment dam and power plant took

the place of the original structure.
The beginning of the end for

the original American Falls Dam

came in the early 1960s, when core

AVERI(

LAKE OVER BURIED CITY, A

samples of the concrete revealed
an unforeseen chemical reaction
between the concrete and the wa-
ter was causing a loss in structural
integtity.

On Dec. 28, 1973 the United
States Congress authorized the
replacement of the American Falls
Dam. The new dam would not be
completed until 1978.

In 1976, wotk was completed
on a new generator facility. The
American Falls Reservoir was also
lowered to stop the oncoming
flood waters from the collapsed
Teton Dam. American Falls was
the end of the line for the destruc-
tive flood.

The new dam treplaced the
horseshoe shaped dam with a
straight composite dam stand-
ing 94 feet high, holding back
1,672,600 acre-feet of water cover-
ing 56,000 actes of area.

nization from the American
Falls Lodge 58 on May, 17
1919. Banks was also award-
ed the Distinguish Service
Award from the Department
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Settlement of
American Falls

The first permanent settlement of
American Falls was founded in the 1800s and
located on the west bank of the Snake River,
on the opposite side of the tiver from the pres-
ent location. In 1888 the “town” was moved
across the river to, what is now called, the
“original town site”.

The falls were a significant landmark for
trappers and settlers even before the official
founding of the town in 1880. The small city
derives its name from an incident at the falls.

According to the story, a group of F'rench
trappers were traveling along the Snake River
in dugout canoes with a Native American guide
and a dog. When they got close to the falls the
guide suggested the party pull out of the river
and portage their canoe and supplies around
the falls.

The trappers insisted they could navigate
the “rapids.” The guide and dog refused to ride
in the canoe from that point. The trappers at-
tempted to ride over the falls. Only the dog and
guide decided to walk around the falls. None of
the trappers survived.

The falls were thereafter called American

Falls because the trappers had died at a falls in
America.

In 1925, the Bureau of

Reclamation began the job of moving
American Falls once again to make way fo,
the American Falls Dam. In all 344 residen;.
46 businesses, three hotels, one school, fiye
churches, one hospital, six grain clevators,
and one flour mill were moved from the
original town site, making this the largest
government relocation project of its time,
Depending on the quality of the building,
dwellings would be relocated to one of three
neighborhoods on the east, south and west
side of the new town square.

The Dam was completed 60 days ahead
of schedule on April 21, 1926. The dam’s
gates where shut and the spring run-off
started to collect in the reservoir which
would eventually cover 25 miles upstream,
On July 29, 1926 the “moving road” across
the Dam was officially closed, ending the
relocation of American Falls.

A second dam was completed in 1978 1o
replace the original structure after concrete
tests in the 1960s showed deterioration of
the concrete. The town did not have to be
relocated this time.

Ametican Falls has been the county seat
of Power County since the county was
formed in 1913,
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' Rockland
Pharmacy

Rockland was a burgeoning town in the
early 1900s with a grocery store, blacksmith
and other businesses. In 1911 Perry Scherer
added his name to the list of Rockland
proprietorships when he opened Rockland
Pharmacy.

After several years of enduring a flag-
ging economy Scherer moved his business
to American Falls just a few years before the
entire town was relocated to its present loca-
tion. Scherer was hoping to stave off closure
by serving the growing number of residents
of American Falls.

In 1930 Ralph Wheeler Sr. purchased the
pharmacy. Rockland Pharmacy occupied sev-
eral different locations in the American Falls
downtown area before moving to its current
location next to Ken’s Market.

In 1954 Ralph (Moon) Wheeler Jr. graduat-
ed from Idaho State University with a degree
in pharmacy. Moon returned to American
Falls to work with his father.

“Dad worked for about two weeks after I

returned and then said ‘I’m out of here’,” said

Moon.

While Moon learned the ropes of run-
ning a business long time employee Russ
Fuller stayed on as the second pharmacist at
Rockland Pharmacy.

There was a second pharmacy operating in
American Falls. Falls Drug, owned and oper-
ate by Mose Kramer, was a starting place for
young pharmacist Rod Tucker.

Tucker interned at Falls Drug then worked
for Wheeler briefly before leaving the area for
a short time. Tucker returned to American
Falls to run Falls Drug until 1988 when
Wheeler and Tucker decided to combine their
cfforts and files.

Moon decided to retire in 1995 after
serving in the Idaho Senate. The continuing
education required to maintain a pharmacist
license was becoming a bigger part of the job.

“It was tough to keep up with the changes
in the industry,” said Moon.

Rod and his wife Jayne continue to run
Rockland Pharmacy, along with its trademark
ice cream counter. The Tuckers have ex-
panded the business to include a Radio Shack

franchise.

Information provided by
Ralph (Moon) Wheeler Jr.
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This is an article originally wnitten for Grit Magagine the street with the combine behind thepy |
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by American Falls writer and high school English teacher
Terry J. Workman. Grit Magazine declined to publish
the article. Eomil Neu passed away since this article was
ritien but his art work continues fo generate the sanse
enthusiasm today as it did during bis lfe.

Most of old American Falls is under water
and had been since 1927. For the newcomet, the
only evidence that a town once existed under-
neath the American Falls Reservoir is a lone ce-
ment grain tower thrusting itself out of the water
on the east side of the reservoit.

Walk into almost any restaurant in American
Falls and you will see original paintings on the
walls, portraying the history and historical land-
marks of the area in the early 1900s. The style is G
primitive and the frames rustic, in keeping with & ‘;?J
the times and places they depict. il

As newcomers and old-timers alike study
the paintings, an eagerness to know about those
times often wells up inside them, a yearning to
feel what those people felt tugs at their heatts,
and a desire to step into the pictures and past
overwhelms them.

Who is the artist who brings all these emo-
tions to the surface? His name is Emil Neu and
his pictures may be found anywhere from the
wall of a local diner to a home in Japan ot Italy.

Emil Neu is 87 years old and has
been drawing and painting since he was
in thitd grade. Emil says it didn’t matter
what he painted on back then, papet
sacks, cardboard boxes ot whatever
“fust so the color got on it said Neu.

Emil sold his first painting, a map
of the United States, to the supetin-
tendent of schools when he was 10

yeaxs—old for $2.
“] thought I was really something,”

remembers Neu.
Tt was his second sale that spread

his talent outside of the area. One

of the local farmers had come to

panic the hotses tore down the town oy,

“I thought that was pretty funny, so | (lr:“j
picture of it,” Neu said. ' )

The Rummley combine company salesms,
evidently agreed,. He paid Fimil $4 for the blctus

Today, the walls of Emil’s basement ar \[m}
are covered with paintings capturing those ey N
days in Southeastern Idaho. On Emil’s walls ]y,
cement granary is not surrounded by water, by
hotse-drawn buckboards as farmers wait to upn],,
their harvest in 1912. In another picture a farme;
and his team are just about ready to cross the
_ Snake River, on the recently completed, 860-fo
“g\% bridge which was constructed at a cost of $10(x
1 In another picture it is 1910 and you can board
your team of horses overnight for 50 cents, whic|
includes a half bale of hay. Being a thrifty person
you can park your buckboard near the stable and
sleep in it instead of squandering a dollar on a
motel room. Cleaning up in the morning is no
problem, a hand pump and horse trough is nearby.
You are welcome to use them.

Whether you came to Emil’s studio to buy a
painting, discuss art, discuss history or just pry into
Emil’s memory you will always be made to fecl
welcome. Come back in time, again. Maybe next
time you can stay longer.

. s
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