
American Falls, Idaho

American Falls is a city in and the county seat of
Power County, Idaho, United States.[4] The population
was 4,457 at the 2010 census.

1 History

American Falls was a landmark waterfall on the Snake
River, named after a party of American trappers whose
boat went over the falls. The Wilson Price Hunt expedi-
tion in 1811 camped at the falls one night and the expe-
dition of John C. Frémont was here in 1843. The Oregon
Trail passed north of town, through the present-day reser-
voir. Power plants first sprang up at the falls in 1901.
American Falls was the first town in the U.S. to be en-
tirely relocated; it was moved in 1925 to facilitate con-
struction of the nearby American Falls Dam. The old
townsite sits at the bottom of the reservoir, northeast of
the present city. A larger dam was completed in 1978,
downstream from the deteriorating 1927 structure, which
was later demolished.[5]

2 Geography and climate

American Falls is located at 42°46′52″N
112°51′20″W / 42.78111°N 112.85556°W (42.781121,
−112.855694),[6] at an elevation of 4,406 feet (1,343
m).[7]

According to the United States Census Bureau, the city
has a total area of 1.69 square miles (4.38 km2), all of it
land.[1]

3 Demographics

3.1 2010 census

As of the census[2] of 2010, there were 4,457 people,
1,474 households, and 1,104 families residing in the
city. The population density was 2,637.3 inhabitants per
square mile (1,018.3 /km2). There were 1,612 hous-
ing units at an average density of 953.8 per square mile
(368.3 /km2). The racial makeup of the city was 70.2%
White, 0.4% African American, 0.9% Native American,
0.5% Asian, 0.1% Pacific Islander, 25.1% from other
races, and 2.8% from two or more races. Hispanic or
Latino of any race were 39.0% of the population.

There were 1,474 households of which 44.6% had chil-
dren under the age of 18 living with them, 55.9% were
married couples living together, 13.0% had a female
householder with no husband present, 6.0% had a male
householder with no wife present, and 25.1% were non-
families. 21.6% of all households were made up of in-
dividuals and 10.3% had someone living alone who was
65 years of age or older. The average household size was
3.00 and the average family size was 3.51.
The median age in the city was 30.2 years. 33.1% of
residents were under the age of 18; 10.3% were between
the ages of 18 and 24; 23.5% were from 25 to 44; 21.3%
were from 45 to 64; and 11.9% were 65 years of age or
older. The gender makeup of the city was 50.9% male
and 49.1% female.

3.2 2000 census

As of the census[11] of 2000, there were 4,111 peo-
ple, 1,429 households, and 1,063 families residing in
the city. The population density was 2,674.5 people per
square mile (1,030.7/km²). There were 1,557 housing
units at an average density of 1,012.9 per square mile
(390.4/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 81.56%
White, 0.15% African American, 1.00% Native Ameri-
can, 0.41% Asian, 0.02% Pacific Islander, 15.15% from
other races, and 1.70% from two or more races. Hispanic
or Latino of any race were 27.83% of the population.
There were 1,429 households out of which 40.9% had
children under the age of 18 living with them, 58.1%
were married couples living together, 11.8% had a fe-
male householder with no husband present, and 25.6%
were non-families. 22.6% of all households were made
up of individuals and 11.3% had someone living alone
who was 65 years of age or older. The average household
size was 2.84 and the average family size was 3.34.
In the city the population was spread out with 33.7% un-
der the age of 18, 8.9% from 18 to 24, 24.8% from 25 to
44, 20.3% from 45 to 64, and 12.2% who were 65 years
of age or older. The median age was 30 years. For ev-
ery 100 females there were 95.6 males. For every 100
females age 18 and over, there were 92.0 males.
The median income for a household in the city was
$30,955, and the median income for a family was
$35,435. Males had a median income of $27,317 ver-
sus $21,209 for females. The per capita income for the
city was $12,891. About 12.7% of families and 17.3%
of the population were below the poverty line, including
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19.0% of those under age 18 and 16.3% of those age 65
or over.

4 Education

American Falls High School is a secondary school in
American Falls.
In 2004, Randy Jensen, Principal of William Thomas
Middle School in American Falls, was awarded the Na-
tional Principal of Secondary Schools Award. In 2012
The American Falls high school became a five star school.
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